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Synopsis

This guide to common and unique plants found in forests of the Southeast thoroughly covers 330
species of forbs (herbaceous plants), grasses, vines, and shrubs, with a special emphasis on the
plantsa ™ role in wildlife sustenance. Packed with detailed color photographs, the book is a
must-have for forest landowners, game and wildlife managers, biologists, outdoors enthusiasts,
studentsé +anyone with an interest in the intricate and often unexpected interrelationships between
the flora and fauna of our regiona ™s forests.Features:Descriptions of native and nonnative (exotic
or invasive) plants, including 330 species of forbs, in 180 genera: grasses, sedges, and rushes;
woody vines and semiwoody plants; shrubs; palms and yucca; cane; cactus; ferns; and ground
lichen650 color photosMap of physiographic provinces56 simple black-and-white drawings of flower
parts, flower types, and inflorescences, leaf arrangements, leaf divisions, shapes, and margins, and
parts of a grass plantGlossarylndex of genera by family, index by wildlife species, and index of

scientific and common names
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Customer Reviews

Clear, concise, easy to read, and uncluttered in layout. The photos and text are a blend in clarity.
(Georgia Forestry)[P]rovides information critical to the management and conservation of forest
vegetation and wildlife . . . practical in field, classroom, and boardroom applications. (Forest
Science)lt is a must-have reference work for vegetation managers in the southeastern United
States. (The Forum)This has become one of my most-used resource books on plants and wildlife.

(Progressive Farmer’'s Sportman’s Gear)The authors, both expert in the field, have made a major



contribution to this field. (Chicago Botanic Garden Book Reviews)Forest mangers will find this guide
useful for identifying plants’ relationships with and relevance to a variety of forest wildlife and other

plant species . . . vivid and detailed pictures. (TimberLines)

James H. Miller is a research ecologist with the USDA Forest Service, Southern Research Station,
at Auburn University, and an Affiliate Professor of Forestry with Auburn University’s School of
Forestry and Wildlife Science. Karl V. Miller is an associate professor of wildlife ecology and

management at the University of Georgia.

| am a biologist and spend quite a bit of time in southeastern forests for my work, so | was hoping
that this book would provide a resource to identify some of the plants I've encountered and their
wildlife associations. However, | do not recommend this book. Here are the major reasons:1. Often
poor quality pictures. | was excited by the idea that the book had several pictures for each plants
because so many plant books focus on just the flowers. While this book does offer pictures of
leaves and whole plants, the pictures are often of such poor quality that they are not helpful. For
example, the picture of a New Jersey Tea shrub is *completely* blurry, and it's only one example of
many. Some pictures have been blown up larger than they should be, making them noisy and
blurry. Other pictures have been lightened dramatically in photoshop, creating distorted edges,
noise, blurriness and colors not true to life. Some of the pictures are excellent, but overall there is
really poor quality control for the pictures.2. "Wildlife" apparently doesn’t mean the same thing to me
as it does to the authors. If you want to know what White-tailed deer eat (hint: pretty much
everything!) or about other game species such as grouse and turkey, then this is the book for you. If
you want to know about wildlife as a wholeA¢A A’including invertebratesA¢A A’then this book is not
helpful. Songbirds are sometimes mentioned so it may be okay for that, but for invertebrates only
the occasional butterfly will get thrown in there. Mostly it's about deer, grouse and turkeys though.3.
Not good at pointing out similar species. One of the most difficult things about identifying plants (and
many animals, for that matter) is that there are so many species that look very similar. Guides
should always (always, always!) include a list of similar-looking species and how to tell them apart.
Otherwise you’re going to get your ID wrong half the time because there was some little difference
you were unaware of.Minor issues:1. All measurements are in metric. Again, I'm a scientist so | use
metric all the time. But this isn’t a book for scientistsA¢A A’it's a book for laypeople. For American
laypeople. Telling an American that something grows 1.8 meters tall isn’t going to help them at all.2.

There’s a bunch of wasted space. Just totally blank areas. In fact, there is plenty of space to include



range maps for the species, which would also be extremely helpful for identification purposes. By
the way, did | mention there are no range maps? Just vague descriptions like "Found from CA to
FL..."3. Wrong information. I've spent enough time talking to people managing natural areas (parks,
forests, etc.) to know that invasive plants are a huge problem. Autumn olive is considered one of the
worst invasive species in the US. Yet in the book it is described thusly: "Autumn olive often is
recommended for conservation plantings because of its excellent wildlife value. However, it may
become a pest in areas due to bird dissemination of seed." In contrast with the authors’ terrible
information, the National Park Service describes the plant thusly: "It threatens native ecosystems by
out-competing and displacing native plant species, creating dense shade and interfering with natural
plant succession and nutrient cycling...Do not plant autumn olive." So actually, no, autumn olive is
not recommended for anything at all and does not have excellent wildlife value. It's pretty
irresponsible for the authors to claim otherwise.l hope that you found this breakdown of the

problems with the book helpful. | will most likely be returning it and trying to find a decent alternative.

This was not as comprehensive as | was expecting it to be. | was expecting a greater number of
plants covered by this guide - also the wildlife uses focuses heavily on white-tailed deer and not as
much on other species. For example, in the book Mountain Mint is stated as not being very useful
for wildlife and specifically states that it is not a common plant foraged for by white-tailed deer. What
it fails to mention is that Mountain Mint is an excellent preferred plant by many pollinators like
bumblebees, honey bees and several species of butterflies. Thus, it is a good supplemental book
but unless you are interested in plants as forage for white-tailed deer, then there are limitations in

the information it provides.

| recently pulled this book back off of the bookshelf and quickly rememberd how dissapointed | was
when | first purchased it. The book may be a useful volume if you are managing land to support
game animals, like deer and game birds (especially bobwhite), but doesn’t seem useful for much
else. If you are interested in uses by songbirds, pollinators, or caterpillars, you will find little here.
Oddly, there seems to be a number of key species that have not been included, and at least a
dozen of the profiles are dedicated to plant species with "no known wildlife value". Overall, the book

fills an interesting niche but leaves much to be desired.

Solid guide. Not a complete list, but it would have to be a encyclopedia set to be complete. | like the

organization by forbs/grasses/shrubs/etc. My one complaint is regarding "their wildlife uses" (from



the title). Wildlife uses outlined in the book is almost exclusively limited to game animals, with most
of that being deer. Most (all?) of these plants have "wildlife uses". It is misleading at best to say (as
the authors do) that plant after plant has "no wildlife use". A better title would have been "game

wildlife uses", or maybe just "what deer eat".

Great resource. Paper back, came quick and will be used a lot! Great price from this vendor too.

Need a hard copy for field use, but there is an e version too | saw.

A really great book for weed and plant identification. With extra information covering leaf size and
shape, growth patterns, flowering, fruit and seed production. On top of that, this book is aimed to
discuss what place each plant has in the wild game food chain. Whether it is deer, rabbit, quail,
song birds, moth, or butterfly, this book will tell you whose eating what, why, and when.A great book
to be able to detail the state of an ecosystem by what is being browsed upon.l'd put this one with

"Weeds of the South". Excellent!

| was very disappointed in this book. Apparently, the "wildlife uses" determines most of what'’s in the
book. Three plants which are all over the woods near my house in Piedmont NC weren’t even in it. |
finally had to have a botanist identify these plants: running cedar, shining club moss, and
cyclamen-leaved ginger (not a real ginger). And only two mosses/lichens in the book! There must be
half a dozen in my yard alone. If it had been less expensive, | might have kept it anyway, but that,
as well as a weak spine (| was afraid the pages were going to fall out), made me decide to return it.

Still looking for something more comprehensive.

Has helped me identify a number of unknown plants on our property but hard to find a plant if you

don’t know anything about it. Could be indexed better, like maybe by shape of leaf, etc.
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